North East Marine & Coastal Biodiversity Group
(A Sub Group of the North East Regional Biodiversity Forum)
The purpose of the Group is to support the Regional Biodiversity Forum in developing a much needed marine and coastal agenda to assist in addressing relevant Biodiversity issues.

Aims
· To raise the profile of marine and coastal biodiversity across the North East Region;

· To identify and implement effective methods for the protection and enhancement of the marine and coastal biodiversity resource of the region;

· To work in partnership with all coastal and marine stakeholders in order to promote integrated management of the regional coast and seas;

· To source and attract financial resources to further the conservation of marine and coastal biodiversity. 
Objectives
· To assess the marine and coastal biodiversity resource within the North East in the context of the UK BAP;

· To develop region-specific plans and targets for marine and coastal biodiversity where these are not reflected by national targets; 

· To establish where information and data are lacking and to develop proposals to fill these gaps;

· To improve the quality and provision of information relating to marine and coastal biodiversity for key marine and coastal stakeholders; 

· To develop a better understanding of the issues that might affect marine & coastal habitats and species;

· Through the Regional Biodiversity Forum to make appropriate input to the development of national, regional and local policies for the coast and seas;
· To provide support on tackling marine and coastal issues to local Biodiversity Action Plan processes within the North East

Terms
· The Chair of the group shall be decided by nomination and voting from the Group membership.  Chairing arrangements will be reviewed every two years;

· The secretariat of the Group shall be provided by the Regional Biodiversity Officer;

· Membership of the Group shall be by open to all interested organisations, including private sector organisations, who are prepared to work collaboratively to further the aims of the Group.  Organisations wishing to join the Group should place their request to the Chair;

· The membership should, however, reflect the broad range of coastal and marine stakeholders across the region;

· The Group does not have a formal constitution and as such cannot be involved in holding funds for projects. These funds may be administered by a nominated member organisation of the Group with respect to a particular project;
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