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North East Environmental Records Information Centre (ERIC) 
1.2 Verification & Validation Procedure
The verification and validation of wildlife data received by ERIC are essential steps in the data management process. Verification involves checking the accuracy of the identification of the species prior to entering the record into the database. Once the record has been inputted, it is then validated to ensure that it has been correctly entered.
Verification

Due to the large number of records which could be received by ERIC, a targeted approach is taken towards verification, with effort focused on regionally rare and protected species in the following categories:
· North East Local Biodiversity Action Plans:
· Northumberland

· Northumberland National Park

· Newcastle

· North Tyneside

· Durham

· Tees Valley

· Northumbrian Water

· Northumberland Red Data Book 

· UK Biodiversity Action Plan
· Suggestions from specialist local groups, societies and individuals.
These groups have been amalgamated to produce a checklist of species requiring verification. All wildlife data received by ERIC are filtered against this checklist to extract those records which must be verified. 
These records are then submitted to regional verifiers specialising in particular taxon groups, for example county recorders.
ERIC can assist with this process by performing several preliminary checks:
1. Has the species been recorded in this location before?

2. Is the recorder known and competent?

Wildlife data which meet both these criteria do not need to be passed to the regional verifier for further checking.
Validation
ERIC operates a database of biological records from across the North East of England. These records have been validated using the following procedure to ensure that they are complete and have been accurately entered.

The database is stored in Recorder 6, a software package developed by the JNCC and used by Record Centres across the UK. Records are not entered directly into Recorder; they are first inputted into Microsoft Excel to aid the validation process, from where they can be imported in chunks into Recorder.

Once a dataset has been entered into Excel, ERIC staff compare it against the original dataset for errors and lack of completeness. The recorder name is checked, along with the location name, abundance data, and any comments. The dataset can then be moved into Recorder, which carries out automated validation checks on all new records during the import process.  

These include:

· Checking the species name – either common or scientific – against the inbuilt species dictionary. Misspelt or invalid names are highlighted and must be corrected before the record will be accepted.

· Checking the observation date of each record against the pre-assigned date of the survey of which the record is a part. For example, a sighting with a date of 10/05/2006 would not be accepted for a survey which took place on 10/05/2007, and must be corrected before the record will be accepted.

· Checking the grid reference of each record against the pre-assigned geographical area covered by the survey. An invalid grid reference must be corrected before the record will be accepted.

Validated records can then be marked as ‘Checked’ in Recorder.
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