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Lowland grassland NON-STATUTORY condition assessment (v 07/07/06)

Site Name: 


NVC type:  CG9
Unit/subdivision reference 
Date. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 


Condition: Favourable maintained/Favourable recovered /Unfavourable improving/

   Unfavourable no change/Unfavourable declining/Partially destroyed/Destroyed

Recommended visiting period: mid May-end July

Recommended frequency of visits:  Site-specific decision

Key management activities affecting condition to discuss with manager:  

Scrub and weed control


Grazing intensity/stocking rate

FYM input



Grazing period

Other inputs



Supplementary feeding

Rolling and chain harrowing

Stock type

Burning






	Attribute (*= mandatory attribute. One failure among

mandatory attributes = unfavourable condition)
	Target
	Estimate for attribute

	*Extent of community (recoverable reduction = unfavourable; non-recoverable reduction = partially destroyed).

	No loss without prior consent
	(Describe and refer to map)

	*Sward composition: grass/herb (ie non-Graminae) ratio.


	20-90% herbs
	       

	*Sward composition: frequency of Sesleria caerulea.
	At least frequent throughout the sward
	

	*Sward composition CG9c only (occurs on damp soils):  frequency of positive indicator species/taxa. Total meeting target can be added to overall total (see below).  

Dryas octopetala (   ), Parnassia palustris (   ), Pinguicula vulgaris (   ), Primula farinosa (   ). 
	At least one species occasional throughout the sward, plus one species frequent and two species occasional form the genera list 
	

	*Sward composition CG9d and CG9e only (occurs above 500 metres altitude):  frequency of positive indicator species/taxa. Total meeting target can be added to overall total (see below). 

Antennaria dioica (   ), Armeria maritima (   ), 

Cochleria pyrenaica (   ), Draba incana (   ), 

Gentiana verna (   ), Myosotis alpestris (   ), 

Plantago maritima (   ), Persicaria vivipara (   ), Saxifraga hypnoides (   ), Selaginella selaginoides (   ). 
	At least two species occasional throughout the sward, plus at least one species frequent and one occasional from the general list below
	

	*Sward composition: frequency of positive indicator species in CG9a and CG9b, and a general list for CG9c,d,e.

Species counted in lists for CG9c, CG9d and CG9e (above) can substitute for these general species (but not vice-versa), if these sub-communities are being assessed, ie no more than the overall total is required for any sub-community. 

Asperula cynanchica (   ), Carlina vulgaris (   ),

Campanula rotundifolia (   ), Euphrasia spp. (   ), 

Filipendula vulgaris (   ), Galium sterneri (   ), 

Gentianella spp. (   ), 

Helianthemum canum (=H. oelandicum) (   ), 

Helianthemum nummularium (   ), Hippocrepis comosa (   ), Leontodon hispidus (   ), Lotus corniculatus (   ),

Pilosella officinarum (=Hieracium pilosella) (   ), 

Sanguisorba minor (   ), Scabiosa columbaria (   ), 

Succisa pratensis (   ), Thymus polytrichus (   ).
	From all relevant lists combined, at least one species/taxa frequent and three occasional throughout the  sward
	


	Attribute (*= mandatory attribute. One failure among

Mandatory attributes = unfavourable condition)
	Target
	Estimate for attribute

	*Sward composition: frequency and % cover of negative indicator species.

Cirsium arvense (   ), Cirsium vulgare (   ),

 Senecio jacobaea (   ), Urtica dioica (   ).
	No species more than occasional throughout the sward or singly or together more than 5% cover
	

	*Sward composition: frequency and % cover of all scrub and tree species, considered together, excluding Juniperus communis.  NB If scrub/tree species are more than occasional throughout the sward but less than 5% cover, they are soon likely to become a problem if grazing levels are not sufficient or if scrub control is not being carried out. 
	No more than 5% cover
	

	* Sward composition: frequency and % cover of Pteridium aquilinum.  NB If Pteridium is more than occasional throughout the sward but less than 10% cover, it is soon likely to become a problem if no management such as cutting or rolling is being carried out.
	No more than 10% cover
	

	Sward structure: average height. 

(Note: Rare species in CG9d/e may be species interest features and require swards taller than the lower target for the community for part of one year in a period of years).
	CG9a,b,c

2-15 cm
	

	
	CG9d,e

2-10 cm
	

	Sward structure: litter in a more or less continuous layer, distributed either in patches or in one larger area.
	Total extent no more than 25% of the sward
	

	Sward structure: extent of bare ground (not rock) distributed through the sward, visible without disturbing the vegetation.

(Note: Rare species in CG9d/e may be species interest features and occur preferentially on open sugar limestone in swards with greater than 10% bare ground).
	No more than 10%
	       


Structured walk recording form

Frequencies: totals out of 20 stops.  1-4 = rare, 5-8 = occasional, 9+ = frequent or more
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